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In Rome, on 25 March 2017, the Heads of State and Government of the EU Member States will 

celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome, the founding document of what is now the 

European Union. As announced at the EU Bratislava Summit in September 2016, this will also be the 

occasion to look forward and to “set out orientations for our common future together”i. 

The present debate about Europe, however, is dominated by Europe being in a crisis. As the present 

and former Presidents of the European Commission  have indicated in their respective State of the 

Union addresses, the crisis of the European Union, and thereby of the European project, is an 

„existential crisis“ii. “This crisis is financial, economic and social. But it is also a crisis of confidence. A 

crisis of confidence in our leaders, in Europe itself, and in our capacity to find solutions.”iii The 

difference between the present crisis and the previous crises of the European Union is in it being an 

accumulation of several, mutually reinforcing crises.  The Financial Crisis, the Euro Crisis, the inability 

to develop a common response to the stream of refugees, the inability to develop a Common 

European Foreign and Security Policy and to respond jointly to new conflict situations and Brexit as 

an expression of the approach of some Member States, being less based on a joint vision and more a 

simple cost-benefit analysis. 

Other underlying features of the crisis are the inequalities between EU Member States and a lack of 

solidarity. Increasing right-wing populism, re-awakening nationalism, the unilateral emphasis on 

economic growth and competition on the part of the European Union as well as its inability to come 

closer to the people, contribute to accelerating the crisis.  

Given this situation, the European Commission emphasizes on “delivering“ in areas of its competence 

and on policies, on which the European dimension provides an added value compared to approaches 

of individual members states. In this regard, the Board of Oikosnet Europeiv, meeting just prior to the 

celebrations in Rome, welcomes the five scenarios of the European Commission on the „Future of 

Europe“v. These scenarios offer some clarity on the future direction and force EU Member States to 

re-state their commitment to an agreed and community dimension of the European project.      

Oikosnet Europe also believes that the scenarios offered by the European Commission are too 

technical and fall short of addressing the underlying root causes of the European crisis, such as the 

social crisis in many European countries and the gap between the European Institutions and the 

people of Europe. 

Many people and civil society organisations in Europe under the name of “Pulse of Europe”, despite 

their fears, remain committed to the European project as signified, for example,  by the „March for 

Europe“ on 25 March 2017 in Rome and in many other European cities, for unity, delivery, solidarity, 

protection, democracy and hope.  

Oikosnet Europe expects that in addition to the emphasis on „delivery“, the celebrations on the 60th 

anniversary of the Rome Treaty will also lead to the EU Member States re-committing themselves to 

a European idea that is more than just an accumulation of national self-interests. We believe that the 

celebrations of the Rome Treaty need to be the starting point for developing a new narrativevi for the 

European project, which allows people to identify and engage in. From its beginnings, the European 

Union was more than just a common economic space. It was a peace and reconciliation project after 



two devastating wars. This narrative is still valid and has to be kept in mind, although it might have 

lost some of its power of engagement as the war is not a reality anymore within the Union.  A new 

narrative is sought.  At a time when the gap between rich and poor is widening, not least due to 

austerity measures enforced on the European level, and there are less opportunities for people to 

engage with the project, key elements of such a narrative must include social justice within and 

between Member States as well as the participation of the people of Europe.  

„Europe in Conviviality“vii might be a metaphor around which to develop such a new narrative. Living 

in conviviality in Europe and drawing on commonly held values and a common vision for the whole of 

the continent in a global perspective seems to us to be a viable vision for the future, which offers 

criteria for common policies in Europe. „Conviviality“ puts the people at the center of political action. 

It implies taking account of my neighbor and his/her needs as a basis of community policies. It fosters 

equal opportunities, engagement on an equal footing as well as social justice, thereby respecting 

freedom and diversity. Conviviality opens an opportunity to look beyond the EU territory and to take 

a fresh approach on the EU’s neighborhood as well as on its Common and Security Policy. Europe is 

bigger than just the European Union and the European Institutions have a responsibility which go far 

beyond Member States of the EU.  

Oikosnet Europe is a network that is made up of members across the continent, drawing on the 

achievements of the European project.  They stand ready to engage in the open, transparent and 

regular dialogue between civil society organisations and the European Institutions as well as  to 

further develop an engaging narrative for Europe and to discuss European policies involving 

stakeholders from all walks of life, thus fostering conviviality and the European project.  
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i The Bratislava Declaration and Roadmap (16 September 2016) 
ii Jean Claude Juncker, State of the Union Address 2016.  
iii Jose Manuel Barroso, State of the Union Address 2011. 
iv Oikosnet Europe is a network of 40 Christian academies and laity centers in Europe. Today the member 

organisations represent Lutheran, Catholic and Orthodox confessions from 17 countries in Europe. 
Every year more than 200 000 people from all walks of life participate in conferences, meetings and festivities 
around a wide spectrum of topics. During the last years the main focus for common projects of Oikosnet 
Europe have been religion and democracy, social development, ecumenical formation, sustainability, migration 
and gender issues. 
v Cf. White Paper on the Future of Europe. The EU of the 27 in the year 2025. Considerations and Scenarios. 
European Commission, 1 March 2017. 
vi We have learnt about the importance of common narratives, for instance, through our member center in 
Corrymeela/Northern Ireland, which has a long-standing commitment and engagement in mediating between 
the different communities in the Northern Irish troubles and their aftermath. At our Annual Conference 2015 
leaders of the Corrymeela Community explained: „We can identify victims and perpetrators on either side, we 
know about the society which we envision, we have developed methods for community building, but also long 
as we have no common narrative conflicting parties will always fall back into their old and segregationist 
positions.“ 
vii Cf. Seeking Conviviality, ed. The Lutheran World Federation, and: Towards a Convivial Economy, ed. The 
Lutheran World Federation, Geneva 2016. 

                                                           


